Book of Revelation
24 – The Seven Trumpets – Seven
[The Seventh Trumpet]


[15] Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” [16] And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, [17] saying,


“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,



who is and who was,


for you have taken your great power



and begun to reign.


[18] The nations raged,



but your wrath came,



and the time for the dead to be judged,


and for rewarding your servants,[f1] the prophets and saints,



and those who fear your name,



both small and great,


and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”


[19] Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings,[f2] peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

(Revelation 11:15-19 ESV)

[Footnotes]

======================================================= 

[1] 11:18 Greek bondservants

[2] 11:19 Or voices, or sounds

1. Recap

a. Sequence of seven trumpets, interrupted by interlude, an expansion of the sixth trumpet

b. Trumpets sounded during the morning sacrifice ritual at the Jewish temple

c. Trumpet events have to do with judgments experienced by those who are not God’s servants

d. Interlude described God’s servants under protection (the measuring of the temple)

e. Interlude described the Church as victorious, even when it appears dead for a period

f. Interlude described the mission of the Church – proclaiming the gospel/judgment


2. First Thoughts
a. Scene returns to heaven (the 24 elders)

i. They again worship (after brief interruption while the trumpets sounded)

b. Jesus resumes full authority over the earth

c. The temple is opened

i. The temple is already opened to the holy place

ii. Now the most holy place is opened

iii. “The temple” can refer to the whole, the holy, or the most holy (c.f., book of Hebrews)

d. The Ark of the Covenant – significance? 

e. Further cataclysmic events associated with opening of the temple

f. Where does the seventh trumpet end?

i. Verse 18, with the hymn?

ii. Verse 19, with the opening of the temple?

3. Background

a. Although Judaism acknowledged God’s present rule over the earth, it also awaited and celebrated his future rule unchallenged over all humanity, and it usually acknowledged Israel’s rule over the nations on his behalf. In Jewish sources, this rule would be inaugurated at the very end of the age. (IVP BBC NT)

b. The raging of the nations, God’s wrath and the rule of Christ over the nations echoes Psalm 2. Judaism held that the righteous were rewarded at the end of the age (or at death). Destroyers and misusers of humanity’s stewardship of the earth reversed the mandate God had originally given humanity (Genesis 1:26). This idea was not unknown in John’s day, e.g., 2 Baruch 13:11—see glossary entry for 2 Baruch, although the unrighteous use of creation there may refer specifically to idolatry. Many Jewish writers also believed that humanity’s sin had corrupted the whole creation (e.g., 4 Ezra). (ibid)

c. The ark of the covenant (see comment on Rev. 3:17) was the piece of furniture in the tabernacle and temple that corresponded to a throne in ancient Near Eastern symbolism; the inclusion of the ark thus fits the dual image of heaven as a throne room and as God’s temple. Jewish hearers of the book would also be aware that the covenant had been deposited in the ark and that the covenant was associated with stipulations and curses (plagues) against the disobedient. The Dead Sea Scrolls and many apocalyptic writers felt that the old temple had been defiled, but that God would supply a renewed, pure temple at the end of the age; on the heavenly temple here, see Rev. 4:6. The ark was kept behind a curtain in the holy of holies in the Old Testament, seen only by the high priest one day a year; here it is exposed to open view. (ibid)

d. On the lightnings and related phenomena, see comment on Rev. 4:5; this exodus language (Exodus 19:16; cf. Ezekiel 1:4) suggests that John’s revelation is understood as a revelation on the same level as Moses’. (ibid)

4. Details
a. v15

i. Loud voices: declaration of something important

ii. The transfer of kingship of the world from whoever held it over to Jesus

iii. “Our Lord” and “His Christ”

1. God and Jesus, pictured separately

iv. “He shall reign”

1. Not, “they” shall reign

2. Pronoun ambiguous; John combines God and Jesus; i.e., Jesus is God
v. Forever and ever: unending duration

vi. Verb tenses: Transfer has happened in the past; reign is in the future
b. v16

i. Twenty-four elders (chs 4,5,7 in conjunction with prelude to opening seals, and the interlude between seals 6 and 7)

1. Always found in the context of worship of God and Lamb in heaven

c. v17

i. Who is and who was
1. Absent is “who is to come” though some mss. add it, probably because earlier occurrences in Revelation has this phrase

2. “Who is to come” no longer necessary because the reason for coming, the judgment, is here

ii. Taken power

1. Verb tense: perfect; something that has already happened and its effect is ongoing

iii. Begun to reign

1. Verb tense: aorist; something that has already happened

iv. Interesting… transfer of power to Jesus and his reign over the world began prior to judgment

1. The cross/resurrection event is the transfer event

2. Confirms judgment (sounding of trumpets) began at that point

3. Seventh trumpet describes conclusion of judgment

d. v18

i. Nations rage: ref. to Psalm 2
 (preceding sections in Rev. also allude to Psalm 2)
1. Psalm 2 describes God’s response to those who rebel against him

2. It describes God’s anointed being given authority of the world and the judgment he is authorized to hand down

ii. The nations raged

1. Nations: the outer courtyard given over to the nations in earlier interlude scene

2. They trample the temple and plot against the witnesses

iii. Nations’ rage contrasted with God’s wrath

1. God’s wrath is judgment

2. According to Paul (in Romans), God’s wrath and judgment is giving over the disobedient to the consequences of their choices

iv. Time for judgment and handing out rewards

1. The dead are judged

2. Servants of God, the Church (represented by the phrase “prophets and saints”), the ones who fear God, are rewarded

3. There is no intermediate position

e. When do these things take place?

i. Verb tenses of God’s actions (vs. elders’ actions) in vv15-19 are nearly all aorist

1. Aorist tense: an action that takes place, usually in the past, but can be present or future

ii. Key exceptions to aorist tense

1. Reign, v15, future

2. Taken power, v17, perfect

3. Fear of God’s servants, v18, present
4. Those who destroy the earth, v18, present

iii. Is John placing himself, as narrator, at his time (circa 95 CE) or the time of final judgment (sometime in the future)?
1. If at his time, judgments have already begun though complete reign of Christ is still in the future

2. If at the time of final judgment, some events may have begun (such as Jesus receiving power and authority) and others still in future (for John and for us)

3. Maybe it’s a combination of both – certain aspects have taken place, are taking place, but some aspects still remain to be completed

f. v19

i. John has already seen the altar of incense; i.e., the temple is already open to the holy place
ii. Clearly, with the revelation of the ark of the covenant, this verse refers to revealing of the Most Holy Place

1. Parallels what happened at Jesus’ death with the tearing of the veil in the Jerusalem Temple

iii. Ark of the Covenant

1. It represents Israel’s version of an ancient deity’s throne

2. It represents God reaching out to humankind

3. It symbolized God’s presence in Israel

4. The top of this object was called the mercy seat

5. It played the climactic role in the ancient Day of Atonement

6. It contains the covenant between God and Israel

a. The Ten Words; this is a summary of the entire Torah

b. Covenant describes curses and blessings, parallels to judgment and rewards

iv. The earthquake, lightning, thunder, hail: allusion to God coming down to meet Israel at Sinai

v. Interpretations
1. God’s revelation of himself that began at Sinai (through the temple rituals) and continued in Jesus (through the gospels), is now complete

2. The work of Atonement is complete; God’s relationship with his servants is fully restored

3. God’s covenant is central to his work of handing out judgment and rewards

vi. Does v19 describe a summary of what has already come, or is it an introduction to what is about to appear?
1. If a summary, interpretations 1 and 2 are primary

a. The significance is in the temple fully open and exposed, all the way to its inner sanctum

2. If an introduction, then interpretation 3 is primary

a. The significance is in the Ark of the Covenant


5. Summary

a. The drama approaches the middle section

i. Exposition – Rising Action – Conflict – Climax – Falling Action – Dénouement 

1.            ^^^ current        ^^^^^^^^^^ next Act

b. Trumpets describe that judgment happens, but lacks specificity

i. Next Act describes the judgments in more detail

c. God’s servants have nothing to fear – the story’s end is already written
i. Oppressors of God’s people will be destroyed

ii. God’s people will be vindicated 
�Read Psalm 2





